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Upcoming Weekends:

WWME Mission:

Web-sites:

The mission of Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter is 

to proclaim the value of 
Marriage and Holy Orders 
in the Church and in the 

world. 

ncmarriagediscovery.org
www.wwme.org

http://erl.wwme.org

Marriage Encounter 
North Carolina 2012 
Weekend Schedule

Feb 3-5  Charlotte

Apr 27-29 Greensboro

Jun 22-24 Raleigh 

Sept 21-23 Hickory

Nov 2-4 Atlantic Beach

Apply online at:
ncmarriagediscovery.org/

applyCouples.php

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!

As we head into the New Year, we want 
to take a moment to thank everyone for 
a great 2011. While it was a challenging 
year economically, there have been many 
accomplishments that we can all be proud 
of.  Many of us volunteer in this wonderful 
ministry because we remember the effect 
of the weekend on our own marriages 
and how life giving it is to journey with 
other encountered couples in circles and 
community. With steadfast devotion 
we strive to share the gift with as many 
other couples as possible and last year 
109 couples left the weekend with that 
awesome “Sunday afternoon” feeling! We 
have encountered more couples each year 
for the past three years and we pray that 
we can touch the lives of more couples and 
especially a few priests with ýve planned 
weekends in 2012. 

 

So what is the secret recipe?
   Å  It requires LOTS OF INVITING.  
Parish bulletin announcements are sent 
out and published weekly. Parish contact 
couples monitor bulletins and stock 

brochures. Couples conduct parish-based 
marriage workshops and present witness 
talks. The Diocese Family Life ofýce helps 
get the word out to the parishes and on the 
diocese website. A presenting team priest, 
who is the pastor of one of the largest 
parishes in the state, never misses an 
opportunity to encourage couples to attend. 
The NCMarriageDiscovery.org website 
provides a lot of information and an easy 
way to apply for weekends or request 
brochures. An application couple answers 
every call and guides the couples right up 
until the weekend.
   Å  Add in SEVERAL MEASURES 
OF WEEKEND SUPPORT.  A weekend 
supply couple keeps all the banners, audio 
equipment, stickers, medical supplies and 
a mass kit tracked and organized between 
weekends. Prayer couple coordinators 
reach out and ýnd a perfect prayer couple 
for each and every couple on the weekend. 
Prayer couples write heartfelt letters and 
pray for their couples throughout the 
weekend. Weekend support couples and 
local circles print name tags and table tent 
cards. They check in couples and set up 
the room on Friday. They show up again 
on Sunday with candles during the sing out 
and help to break down the room.
  Å Blend in a DEDICATED PRESENTING 
TEAM willing to be vulnerable and share 
their life stories. A lot of behind the scenes 
effort goes into writing talks and keeping 
them up to date.  Team couples and priests 
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frequently travel across the state and into other areas to make sure all the weekends are covered.
   Å  Mix in a PASSIONATE COMMUNITY to support the couples after the weekend by attending reunion 
weekends and warmly inviting newly encountered couples into circle meetings. Circles host the annual picnic 
and Christmas party to bring families together.  Marriage Enrichment Coordinators host the annual statewide 
enrichment weekend to enhance our marriages with help from all the couples that support and present at it.
   Å  Carefully fold in SEEDS OF MATERIAL SUBSTANCE. Although North Carolina did not quite end in 
the black last year because of the economy, we were blessed that many couples on the weekend provided 
donations from their substance to keep the dream going. Several long standing community couples also made 
donations to offset the cost of couples having ýnancial difýculty.

Romans 12:7-8
“If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach, if it is encouraging, let him

encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously…”
Thank you for sharing your gifts. Merry Christmas!
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Father Doug Reed’s 40th ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY
On May 22nd, parishioners, priests, and encountered couples from all over the country shared in the 

40th Anniversary celebration mass and reception of Fr. Dougôs Ordination. Bishop Burbidge was also in 
attendance.  Fr. Doug was ordained May 22, 1971 and made his original marriage encounter weekend 
July 1973. He is currently the Section 4 Ecclesial Team Priest for Worldwide Marriage Encounter with 

responsibilities for Baltimore, Washington DC, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina. He is also the 
current pastor of St. Michael the Archangel Church in Cary, NC. 



ANNUAL SEARCH BEGINS FOR LONGEST MARRIED COUPLES IN UNITED STATES
Do you know someone who has been married a long time? The annual search is on for the longest married 
couple in the United States it was announced today by the U.S. leaders of Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
(WWME), the original faith-based marriage enrichment program in this country.

This is the second consecutive year for the highly acclaimed project recognizing couples for their long 
marriages.  This past February Marshall and Winnie Kuykendall of New Mexico were honored nationally for 
their 82 years of marriage. There were also 50 state winners recognized for their longest marriages at the same 
time.  

ñOnce again we want to honor the longest married couple in the United States as well as in each of the 50 
states and territories.  The national winners will be recognized during Valentineôs Week 2012, which coincides 
with World Marriage Day, which is the second Sunday of February,ò explained Scott & Karen Seaborn and Fr, 
Tom Grifýth, SVD, the United States Ecclesial Team for WWME.  
They added that an Alumni Club has been started for all those couples honored this year and that the Kuyken-
dalls will pass on the U.S. honor to a new couple in 2012.  Previous state winners can vie for the national title, 
but they also are now considered members of the alumni of longest married couples in their individual states. 
This allows for new couples to be recognized across the country.
	
In addition to the longest married couple for the entire United States, recognition will also be given to a cou-
ple from each state and territories who has achieved that distinction. In the case of the United States couple, 
appropriate gifts will be presented to them at a ceremony to be held at their location during Valentineôs week.  
The state winners will receive personal recognition and a special certiýcate of achievement from the World-
wide Marriage Encounter movement.
	
Nominations, which are open to all husband and wife couples regardless of religious afýliation, may be 
submitted by email to dickanddiane66@bellsouth.net ; regular mail Dick & Diane Baumbach 1430 Scorpi-
ous Ct. Merritt Island, FL 32953 and special phone number 321-453-2475.  Nominations must be received by 
January 10th, 2012. Be sure to include the name of the couple, their wedding date and where they currently 
reside plus a contact phone or email address of the individual nominating the couple.

NEW CIRCLE PRESENTATION GUIDE AVAILABLE

Chris and Darla Philips, the Section 4 Community Pillar Couple, graciously have provided a new guide for 
circle members which contains many outlines of circle presentations.  The intent is to help those couples 
who ýnd it easier to present if they have an outline as a starting point. Each presentation outline provides a 
dialogue, sharing and take home question. The presenting couple can personalize and adapt each outline with 
their own story. The guide is posted on the community page within NC website and it can be found here: 
http://ncmarriagediscovery.org/communitynews.php

At a recent Section 4 Board meeting, Chris and Darla also gave a wonderful presentation on ñThe Power 
of Prayer and Prayer Couples”. They also provided prayer card handouts and prayer couple tri-folds to 
everyone. Their presentation outline and sample talk has also been posted on the community page and can 
easily be adapted to present at a circle meeting in 2012. We encourage all circles to ýt this talk into one your 
meetings this year. It can be updated very quickly and is sure to be rewarding.
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
CALENDAR/DAY PLANNERS ARE AVAILABLE

Need a great Christmas gift idea that will also enrich your marriage 
with dialogue questions each day? 

While supplies last we are offering the 2012 WWME Calendars for a special price of $12.50. 
This year the calendars have been designed into a handy day planner format. 

If you would like to order a calendar please contact Rick and Sue France, a.k.a. ñThe Calendar 
Coupleò and they will be happy to mail it to you. Limited supply left. Order yours today!

Cost is only $12.50 and checks are made out to:
WorldWide Marriage Encounter

When placing your order please supply your name, address, phone number and email address. 
Mail to: 

Rick & Sue France 
555 Osprey Drive, Hampstead, NC 28443.

If you have any questions their email address is: rickfrance@yahoo.com

CHARLIE AND MARTY COE BESTOWED PAPAL HONORS 
BY HIS HOLINESS, POPE BENEDICT XVI

On Tuesday December 6, 2011, Charlie and Marty Coe were presented 
the Benemerenti Medal by His Excellency, The Most Reverend Michael 
F. Burbidge, Bishop of Raliegh. The Benemerenti medal is conferred on 
those who have exhibited long and exceptional service to the Catholic 
Church, their families and community. It has the word benemerenti  (to a 
well deserving person) on its face, surrounded by a crown of oak leaves; the 
ribbon is made of Papal colors yellow and white. 
We echo the comments in Bishop Burbidgeôs homily when he told the 
honorees, ñDear recipients of papal honors, thank you for the countless ways 
you have shared your gifts with our Diocese and the people and ministries to 
whom you have devoted your faithful service. God has and 

will continue to use your generosity in amazing and miraculous ways. Know 
also that you are a gift to us: your family, your Church, your Diocese, your 
Bishop and all those who know and love you.

Congratulations Charlie and Marty! 
You can ýnd more information including pictures and video on the Diocese of 
Raleigh  website:  http://www.dioceseofraleigh.org/news/view.aspx?id=1328
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